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[Meir] said to him, “And the Lord blessed the latter days of Job more 
than his beginning” (Job 42:12). 


Elisha said to him, “With what [verse] did you begin to expound it?” 


He said to him, “And the Lord gave Job twice as much as he had 
before” (Job 42:10), for he doubled for him all his wealth. 


Elisha said, “Alas for the things that are lost and not found [masters 
of Torah]. Aqiba, your master, did not explain it thus, but, “And the 
Lord blessed the latter days of Job from [i.e., because of] his 
beginning’ on account of the merit of the commandments and good 
deeds that he possessed in his former state.” 


[Elisha] said to him, “And what else have you been expounding?” 


He said to him, “Better is the end of a thing than its 
beginning” (Eccles. 7:8). 


He said to him, “How did you begin to expound it?” 


He said to him, “[By comparing it] with a man who begot children in 
his youth and they died, then in his old age he started again. The end of 
the matter was better than its beginning. [Also by comparing it] with a 
man who did business in his youth and lost money, while in his old age 
he made a profit. The end of the matter was better than its beginning. 
[Also by comparing it] with a man who learned Torah in his youth and 
forgot it, while in his old age he learned and remembered it [lit., kept it 
alive]. The end of the matter was better than its beginning.” 


[Elisha] said, “Alas for the things that are lost and not found! Aqiba, 
your master, did not explain it thus, but, “The end of a thing is better 
than its beginning’ so long as it is good from its beginning. 


[L] “And so it happened to me. My father, Abbuyah, was one of the 
important people in Jerusalem. When the day of my circumcision 
came, he invited all the important people of Jerusalem and sat them 
down in one room, with R. Eliezer and R. Joshua in another room. 


[M] “When they had eaten and drunk they began stamping their feet 
and dancing. 


[N] “R. Eliezer said to R. Joshua, “While they are occupying 
themselves in their way we will occupy ourselves in our way.’ So 
they sat down and engaged in the study of the Torah, from the 
Pentateuch to the Prophets, and from the Prophets to the Writings. 
And fire fell from heaven and surrounded them. 


